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	Summary
	This project aims to increase security and improve the environment outside schools by reduced car traffic. We´ve created a toolbox that so far six schools are working with. The purpose is to inspire to walk or cycle to school and to promote the method Walking buses.

The reduction of car travels to the schools have in general been 19%.

	Background & Objectives
	A lot of schools experience a chaotic and dangerous traffic situation in the mornings. Stressed parents cause traffic chaos around the schools, leaving their children before getting off to work. According to The National Road Administration 80 percent of car traffic around the Swedish schools in the morning consist of driving parents.

The risks of accidents increase and the children are exposed to high dozes of  noxious emissions from cold engines. 

The objectives are reduced car traffic around the schools and thus reducing pollution and making the school roads safer for the children.

The project started in 2005 with planning and creating a toolbox to support the schools work and to inspire parents to go by foot or bike to school with their children.

	Implementation & Results
	We start the work with a travel survey and information for teachers and parents. On a big map of Europe the pupils put up footprints according to how far they have walked. The schools carry out traffic education and we supply them with reflector vests, newsletters and teachers training.

To inspire the children we have a mascot – a giraffe – visiting schools, and talking with the children.

The results so far is reduced travelling by car by 19 percent. A lot of parents choose to drive less than before. More than 60% of the parents state that they are more aware of the significance of driving their children to school and 43-60% state that they have changed their behaviour into a more environmental direction.

Other positive effects with the project are a promotion of exercise and health, security and that children learn how to behave in traffic.

	Conclusio ns
	[image: image1.png]It´s important to understand that this process will take time. We´ve been working with three schools each year and the teachers need the support from the office.

When we inform the parents a lot of them actually start to think and discover that they don´t need to drive as often as they do. But a lot of the work is done by the teachers and pupils. The children know that if they go by car to school, they can´t put up any footprints on the map. And the teachers need to take time for the children to report how they get to school each morning. 

Our aim is that new schools will come along every year and that the”old” schools will continue on their own. Our part is to inform, support and inspire the schools in their work with reducing driving to school. If the schools are persistant, “right” attitudes and behaviour will follow.
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