Awareness raising in Odorheiu Secuiesc

Odorheiu Secuiesc (34.257 inhabitants) is located in the south eastern part of Transylvania, Romania. It is currently the second city in terms of size in Harghita County, being the cultural, economic, educational and administrative centre of the Odorhei area. 
In terms of transport, the city traffic is quite congested due to the geographical position in a relatively narrow valley, but also because of the increasing number of inhabitants and motor vehicles. Alternative means of transport (walking and cycling) are very popular in the area, a culture which was supported and highly developed in the recent years.

In 2015, given the city’s interest in sustainable mobility planning, the municipality decided to approach different age groups and travel modes users, in order to inform, educate and raise awareness during the European Sustainable Mobility Week. Between 16 and 22 September 2015, the municipality organized, in collaboration with several other institutions, a series of events focusing on active mobility, sports and a healthy & car-independent lifestyle.
The Local Police representatives created info materials on safe and secure traffic regulations, providing both the cyclists and drivers perspective, in order to promote the shared space concepts.
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Another action, entitled Bike School, was addressed to secondary school pupils. They received theoretical training, but also practical demos concerning the correct, careful and safe two wheels motion. Being successful, this program will be extended to all the city’s schools.
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During the evening, a special march called Night Ride was organized, with the aim of emphasizing the importance of the reflective equipment. Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqhSQtpZxYw.
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A special attention was given to the importance of active mobility, sports and health. A common Sports & Mobility Class was held, targeted to primary school children. It was supposed to be an outdoor event, in the central market of the city, but due to the weather conditions, the event was brought indoors. 
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Sustainable transport modes, but especially walking and cycling were promoted via the Traffic Snake Game campaign. This European campaign was officially launched in the city, within the frame of the European Sustainable Mobility Week. The municipality coordinated the campaign at local level. 
This campaign is designed for primary schools and aims to encourage children, parents and teachers to adopt walking, cycling, public transport or car sharing when travelling to and from school. With the two-week campaign, it aims to break down negative perceptions, such as the concern about road safety, and promote sustainable modes as fun and healthy for both parents and children. By walking and cycling, children become more aware of their surroundings and develop road safety skills as well as improve their ability to anticipate other users of the road. Furthermore, walking and cycling contributes to the recommended amount of daily exercise that children need. It also reduces congestion and parking pressure in school environment.

During the two weeks, children put dots on a banner every time they walk, cycle, use public transport or carpool to school. Each school sets its own target at the beginning of the campaign period based on a pre-measurement. The goal is to fill the Traffic Snake banner with dots by the end of the two weeks.
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On the 22nd of September, the city celebrated the Car Free Day. On this occasion, kindergarten children cycled together all the way to the Central Park, where the Local Police presented the basics and most important traffic signs. The participants had to travel around the park, following the simulated traffic, and finally received reflective wristbands.
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The municipality also presented the Estrima Biró electric vehicles, and citizens were invited to test drive around the city centre. Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c68ZSZTz9Sc.
The first bike rack was created by the municipality together with local companies. The action was called „One car = 10 bicycles”, proving that on a single car parking space, 10 bicycles can be “parked”. This program will be extend to more locations in the city. 
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During the whole day, driving license owners were given the right to travel for free with the public transport means. The Car Free Day was ended with the “Critical Mass”, a cycling march which is already a tradition. 
[image: image28.jpg]


 [image: image29.jpg]



[image: image30.jpg]


 [image: image31.jpg]



