In France, only cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants have to develop an Urban Mobility Plan, called PDU (“plan de déplacement urbain”, the French concept for SUMP). But smaller cities are also in need for mobility planning. They have two options:
· Developing a PDU on a voluntary basis; even if voluntary, cities have to follow the same process as for a mandatory plan (in terms of objectives to be treated, stakeholder and citizens involvement, …), but this gives their plans the same legal effects (such as constraints on urban planning documents),
· Elaborating a general mobility policy - PGD (“politique globale de déplacement”) – also on a voluntary basis. A PGD is subject to lighter requirements: their content is mainly free, stakeholder or citizen involvement is not mandatory (even if suggested), and the PDU objective of decreasing car use is down-sized to controlling car use. However, this document has no legal status and therefore no legal effect. 
In September 2014, the number of voluntary plans (see table below) was almost equaling the number of mandatory plans, with a 50/50 split between voluntary PDU and PGD. This assessment is very positive for the attractiveness of mobility planning.
	
	Approved / finalized
	Under 1rst elaboration

	Mandatory PDUs
	65
	7

	Voluntary plans
	Voluntary PDU
	30
	15

	
	PGD
	28
	14

	Total
	123
	36



However, the disparity of PGD documents could be a barrier for their efficiency. More over only one third of targeted small local authorities have chosen to elaborate a voluntary process. Therefore the French Ministry – MEDDE – has introduced two actions towards middle-sized cities and rural areas in its roadmap for energy transition:
· a study on the mobility planning for middle-sized cities, initiated by CEREMA in 2016. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]a guidance document for mobility plans in rural areas, produced by Cerema in 2016. The concept of a rural mobility plan has been legally introduced in France in 2015 to give local authorities in rural areas the opportunity to develop their own vision and solutions in accordance with their specific context: technical and financial constraints, scattered housing, critical needs for mobility, … 
