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	Type of policy:
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2006
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	Content:

The recommendations show that sites for big developments for buildings and installations need to be determined in the cantonal structure plans because they have considerable impacts on space and environment due to the traffic they generate. For the determination of suitable sites, the relevant criteria are the normative objectives and principles of spatial planning legislation and the principles of sustainable development. All objectives (economic, social and environmental) have to be taken into account in a balanced manner and carefully coordinated. Locations for traffic-intensive installations (heavily frequented sites) and their potential capacities have to be specified in the cantonal structure plan. The recommendations define as good locations for HFS:

· Locations, which correspond to the requirements of potential investors (good accessibility for clients and huge market potential in the surroundings),

· Locations, which after the implementation of an HFS have still enough potential for development,

· Locations, which are or can be connected in a excellent way with the existing road network, without creating not resolvable overloads of the street network capacity,

· Locations, which are very well accessible by the existing public transport system or where the system can be enhanced in foreseeable time,

· Locations, which are or can be made very good accessible with slow modes (by foot, by bike),

· Locations, which are located in the surroundings of the potential clients (short distances to main densely populated areas),

· Locations, which are situated nearby working areas, leisure sites, etc. and are already good accessible by public transport.

For the designation of the potential capacities of a HFS in order to maintain the mentioned objectives the recommendations indicate the parameters to be considered: amount of floor-space and mix of use, amount of car parking for client’s employees, amount of car-trips generated by the HFS. The cantons can choose how they define the locations and framework conditions for the use within the cantonal structure plan but it is recommended to fix them geographically.

	Main objectives and reasons for implementation:

In 1998 and 1999 the Swiss Federal Council was committed through two motions of representatives of the National Council to solve possible inconsistencies between the Law on Spatial Planning and the Environmental Protection Act with regard of the location of HFS. The established recommendations to the Cantons to designate the location of HFS within the cantonal structure plans where released with the aim to

· Improve the coordination within the application of spatial planning and environmental law,

· Encourage the Cantons to apply the existent spatial planning instruments,

· Consider in a consistent and harmonised way all the related public and private interests.

With the early determination of the spatial localisation and the potential capacities of HFS in the structure plans of the Cantons a comprehensive and coordinated planning of all the spatial interest shall be achieved. Furthermore the building permit processes and the zone planning activities of the municipalities shall be deliberated from questions of principle with regard the spatial localisation of HFS.

	Spread of the policy:

Almost all of the 26 Swiss Cantons have included the theme of HFS within their structure plans.

	Consistency of application of the policy:

The consistency of the application varies between the different structure plans. Only a few of them defined the localisation of HFS geographically (e.g. Canton of Berne), others have only defined criteria which have to be fulfilled for the localisation (e.g. Canton of Zurich, Aargau, Solothurn). Furthermore the definition of HFS with regard of the amount of maximum car-trips that can be generated from HFS varies also between the cantonal structure plans.

	Targeted at:

planning authorities 
	How binding is the policy?

voluntary

	Influenced by main policies:

· Law on Spatial Planning, 1979 (in German)

· Environmental Protection Act, 1985 (in German)

	Effectiveness:

A monitoring system to analyse the effectiveness of the policy with regard of the localisation of HFS will be implemented by the Federal Office for Spatial Development in the year 2009. At this stage it can't be stated if the inclusion of HFS in the structure plans has had an influence  in such a way that HFS are more often localised in brown-field areas or not. For some cantons like Zurich and Berne this tendency is clearly noticed.

	Information sources:

· Bundesamt für Umwelt, Bundesamt für Raumentwicklung, Verkehrsintensive Einrichtungen im kantonalen Richtplan - Empfehlungen zur Standortplanung, Bern 2006. (in German)
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