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	Regional Land Use Plan (Regionalplan)

	Applied in:

Germany
	Country:

Germany
	Produced by:

Regional planning communities

	Type of policy:

plan
	In force since:

not in force yet
	Level of application:

regional levels

	Content:

The Regional Land Use Plan is a quite new instrument and was generally introduced or allowed on national level in 1998 within the Federal Spatial Planning act (Raumordnungsgesetz: ROG). It is handled as a subsection of regional spatial planning which is the responsibility of the 16 German federal states (§9 ROG: Regionalpläne).

If there are several (highly) functional connected cities within a region and if they are organised in regional planning communities (regionale Planungsgemeinschaften) these organisations can take over parts of the responsibilities of regional planning from the state and incorporate the common local land use plans (gemeinsamer Flächennutzungsplan) into it. The common local land use plan is an instrument of the national building code (Baugesetzbuch: BauGB) (§204 BauGB: gemeinsamer Flächennutzungsplan). 

The regional land use plan is not a widely used planning instrument and today only two such plans are under development. One is developed for the central Ruhr Area and one for the region Frankfurt; both did not come into force yet (December 2008).

In the central Ruhr Area (Städteregion Ruhr 2030) there are 6 municipalities which develop such a commonly agreed regional land use plan for their territories – they belong to 3 different administrative districts (Regierungsbezirk) which means that at present there are 3 different regional plans. They hope to join forces for a better guided land use planning and development in their area. The municipalities take over the regional planning duties for spatial planning and replace in the same step the 'normal' 6 local land use plans (Flächennutzungsplan), which are set up for the administrative area of each municipality. Altogether the regional land use plan will be binding for the administration of the municipalities and will include ~680 km² and 1.8 Mio inhabitants. The plan is supposed to come into force in 2009.

For the Frankfurt region (Ballungsraum Frankfurt / Rhein-Main) the regional land use plan will be developed for all 75 municipalities within the region (~2,500 km², more than 2 Mio. inhabitants). Here the organisation works together with the 'Regierungspräsidium Darmstadt’. This plan is supposed come into force in 2009.

	Main objectives and reasons for implementation:

The aim is to develop a joint regional land use plan (Regionaler Flächennutzungsplan) which integrates contents from state and from municipal responsibility in one plan. Therefore it replaces the local land use plans. But there is a different in detail of the map scales (local land use plan 1:10,000 – regional land use plan 1:50,000). Those contents which are relevant for the regional planning level are taken over into the (upper level) regional plans. 

The regional land use plans are expected to coordinate the somehow missing regional context for the land use planning on municipal level. They will integrate some transport planning aspects as well – especially the bigger transport network plans (road / rail). 

Integration of land use and transport planning takes place but is not the main aim of this instrument. The main advantage is a common understanding and agreement about the future development of the region. This instrument should minimise the competition between the cities and allow a guided development for the whole region.

	Spread of the policy:

This is not a very widely used instrument and currently there are two such plans which are not finally developed and not have come into force yet.

	Consistency of application of the policy:

see above

	Targeted at:

planning authorities 
	How binding is the policy?

between mandatory and voluntary (explained in additional comments) 

	Influenced by main policies:

Strengthening regional planning in order to reflect existing regional interdependencies and functional connections between the municipalities.

	Effectiveness:

Until now no such plan has come into force. Therefore it is not possible to give any statement on how effective regional land use plans may be.

	Information sources:

· Städteregion Ruhr 2030 (in German)
· Planungsverband Ballungsraum Frankfurt / Rhein-Main (in German) 

	Additional comments:

Binding level of policy: Once set up, the regional land use plan is binding for the municipal authorities (like the existing “normal” local land use plans). Setting up such plan is voluntary, the municipalities decide, if they want to join forces and set up a regional land use plan within a regional planning community or if they keep the status quo and produce single “normal” local land use plan on their own.
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